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The Other Cheek: From Christian Disdain to the Organized Destruction of Europe’s Jews 
RELS 4000/5000 Smith 301 

Instructor: Dr. Barbara Thiede 

bthiede@uncc.edu /704.687-6687 Macy 208A  

 Office Hours: Tuesday, 3:30-5 pm and Thursday, 12:30-1:45 pm 

   

This syllabus is a contract.  You agree to its provisions by staying in the course. 
 

Course Description: Jews as deicides, ritual murderers, agents of Satan, international conspirators, conniving Shylocks, 

financial manipulators, subhuman – is the western world’s collective mythology about Jews a deeply rooted cultural 

pathology? How does one distinguish prejudice, Jew-hatred, and anti-Semitism, and on what theoretical basis? Did anti-

Semitism pre-date the emergence of Christianity? This course will address these questions (and more). In the process, 

students will assess – and perhaps co-create – theories about the nature of European anti-Semitism. 

 

Attendance Policies: Policies below are from the UNCC Faculty Handbook and the UNC-system handbook:  

1. Students are expected to attend punctually all scheduled sessions in the courses for which they are registered and 

are responsible for completing the work from all class sessions.   

2. Students who miss class are responsible for the work missed.  

3. Instructors are not required to give make-up tests except in the case of religious observance (see below).  

4. You must be on time to be counted as present.  If you are not on time, you will be marked absent for that day. 

5. Students may not miss more than two classes without seriously affecting their grade.   

 

Absence Policy: 

 1 absence: You miss the benefit of any class announcements about changes or expectations, you will miss critical 

lecture material and class discussion.  It is your responsibility to acquire notes and information from other students.  

If you miss class, we will not repeat lectures, quizzes, or exams given in that class.  (See 2 & 3 above.) 

 2 absences:  the “benefit of the doubt” will be lost when calculating final grades. 

 3 absences: ½ letter grade will be deducted from the final grade for the course. 

 4 absences: 1 letter grade will be deducted from the final grade for the course. 

 5 and more: student will receive an automatic “F” for the course. 

 

All assignments are due at their announced dates and times.  In other words (and please note well), there will be NO 

MAKEUP OPPORTUNITIES scheduled except in the case of a documented emergency.  Completing work on time is 

mandatory.   

 

Please note: Documented emergencies do NOT include: 

 Having to seek medical care for routine illnesses or scheduling medical appointments during class hours. 

 Your car breaking down. 

 Similar unforeseen issues. 

 

Plan for the possibility of having to attend a funeral or be ill with flu or have your car break down.  Assume that you 

are likely to have to miss class for some unforeseen reason.  You have one day to do exactly that without penalty.  

Attend class all the time so you have one day in reserve to have at the ready for unforeseen circumstances. 

 

Religious Observance: Students may take two absences for religious observance per academic year. Students must fill out 

the “Request for Accommodation for Religious Observance” form and turn it in prior to the census day (August 29) to be 

granted such an absence. See (http://legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-134.html)  and 

(http://legal.uncc.edu/sites/legal.uncc.edu/files/media/policies/ps-134-AccommodationForm.pdf). 

 

Academic Integrity Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of The UNC Charlotte Code of 

Student Academic Integrity (Undergraduate Catalog p. 50).  This code forbids cheating, fabrication or falsification of 

information, multiple submission of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, and complicity in academic 

dishonesty.  Any special requirements of permission regarding academic integrity in this course will be stated by the 

instructor, and are binding on the students.  Academic evaluations in this course include a judgment that the student's work is 

You agree to abide by the provisions of this syllabus when you enroll in this course. 
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free from academic dishonesty of any type.  Grades in this course will be adversely affected by academic dishonesty.  

Students who violate the code can be expelled from UNC Charlotte.  The normal penalty for a first offense is zero credit on 

the work involving dishonesty and further substantial reduction of the course grade.  In almost all cases the course grade is 

reduced to F.  Copies of the code can be obtained from the Dean of Students Office.  Standards of academic integrity will be 

enforced in this course.  Students are expected to report cases of academic dishonesty to the course instructor.  See 

http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html for further information.   

 

If you are ever found to be acting dishonestly (please see the UNCC guidelines on academic honesty), the most stringent 

possible responses will apply.  While we encourage students to work in groups on material or when preparing for exams, your 

final product must be an individual one and is graded as such.  We will never assign group projects of any kind. 

 

Course Syllabus: The standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus may be modified at any time by the course 

instructor.  Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class or by email notice.  If you miss class, be sure to ask 

other students (not me) if there were important announcements you should note. 

 

Instructor’s absence or tardiness: You must wait a full 15 minutes after the start of class before you may leave without being 

counted absent, or follow any written instructions we may give you about our anticipated tardiness. 

 

Disability accommodations: Students in this course seeking accommodations to disabilities must first consult with the Office 

of Disability Services and follow the instructions of that office for obtaining accommodations. 

 

Grading (Undergraduate students):  

Class participation, quizzes:      10 

Four short class papers (1.5 -2 pages each)*:     15 pts. each, 60 pts total 

Final paper (5-7 pages):       30 

 

*Every three- four weeks, you will submit a two-page essay on class materials.  Each essay should identify the thesis, review, 

and analyze the essential points of one of your class readings.  For the final paper, you may choose your own topic but it 

should be cleared with me beforehand.   

 

Grading (Graduate students):  

Class participation, quizzes:      10 

Option 1: 3 papers (5 pages each)      30 pts. each; 90 pts. total 

Option 2: 2 papers (7.5 pages each)     45 pts. each; 90 pts. total 

Option 3: A massively powerful research paper (15 pages)    90 pts 

 

Papers may be divided in one of the following ways.  You may write three short papers of 5 pages each, two papers of 7-8 

pages or one extended research paper of 15 pages.  You may choose your own topics but it should be cleared with me 

beforehand. 

 

The grading scale used in this course is as follows: 

90 – 100 A = demonstrable mastery of material; can creatively synthesize 

80 –   89 B = some demonstrable proficiency in control of material & analysis 

70 –   79 C = satisfactory performance of assignments; little or no analysis 

60 –   69 D = inadequate and/or faulty understanding of material 

  0  –  59 F = unacceptable work 

  

http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html
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Assigned Readings are due day listed! You may be quizzed at any time, so be prepared.   

Aug 19 Topic: Introduction to the course, syllabus, learning strategies. 

Aug 21 Topic: Defining terms: What is Jew hatred?  Judeophobia?  Anti-Judaism?  Antisemitism?   

Required Reading: Nirenberg, Introduction, pp. 1-12. 

Aug 26 Topic: Egyptian, Greek, and Roman Thinking on the Jews 

*Last day to add/drop August 27 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 1, pp. 13-33.  

Aug 28 Topic: Egyptian, Greek, and Roman Thinking on the Jews 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 1, pp. 33-47. 

Primary Sources: Excerpts from Apion-Juvenal-Seneca-Tacitus 

Sept 2 Topic: Early Christianity  

Required Reading: 

Nirenberg, Chapter 2, pp. 48-66.   

Sept 4 Topic: Early Christianity  

Required Reading: 

Nirenberg, Chapter 2, pp. 66-86.   

Sept 9 Topic:  Early Christianity 

Required Reading:  

“Anti-Semitism in Christian Theology,” by Rosemary Ruether, pp. 365-381. 

Primary Sources: New Testament Depictions of Jews 

Sept 11 Topic: Early Christianity 

Required Reading: 

“The Birth of Christianity and the Origins of Christian Anti-Judaism,” Paula Fredriksen, pp. 8-30. 

“The Gospel of John: How ‘the Jews Became Part of the Plot,’” Adele Reinhart, pp. 99-116.  

Undergraduate first short paper due 

Sept 16 Topic: Early Church 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 3, pp. 87-120.   

Sept 18 Topic:  

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 3, pp. 120-134.   

Primary Sources: Excerpts from the Epistle of Barnabus, Melito, Justin Martyr, church legislation, excerpts 

from church fathers. 

Sept 23 Topic: Medieval Christian Europe 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 5, pp. 183-216. 

Sept 25 No class  

Sept 30 Topic: Medieval Christian Europe 

Required Reading:  

“Consolidation of a discourse” in The Myth of Ritual Murder, by R. Po-chia Hsia, pp. 42-65.  

Oct 2 Topic: The Spanish Experiment 

Required Reading:  

“Assimilation and Racial Anti-Semitism: The Iberian and the German Models,” Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, pp. 

3-38.  

 

Oct 7 Fall Break – no class. 
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Oct 9 Topic: The Spanish Experiment 

Required Reading:  

“Enmity and Assimilation: Jews, Christians, and Converts in Medieval Spain,” David Nirenberg, pp. 137-155. 

Oct 14 Topic: The Spanish Experiment 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 6, pp. 217-245. 

Primary Sources: Medieval Spanish Law and the Jews / MEETINGS WITH DR. THIEDE 

Oct 16 Topic: The Reformation 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 7, pp. 246-268. 

Oct 21 Topic: The Reformation 

Required Reading:  

Primary Source: Martin Luther, The Jews and Their Lies, pp. 1-47. 

Oct 23 Undergraduate second short paper due / Option 1 graduate second paper due / No class 

Oct 28 Topic: Emergence of the Modern State 

Required Reading:  

Primary Source: Martin Luther, The Jews and Their Lies, pp. 47-74. 

Jud Süss 

Oct 30 Topic: Enlightenment 

Required Reading:  

Jud Süss 

Nov 4 Topic: Enlightenment 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 10, pp. 325-360.  

Primary Sources: Begin reading Marx, On the Jewish Question; Voltaire on the Jews 

Nov 6 Topic: Revolutions 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 11, pp. 361-386. 

Primary Sources: Continue reading Marx, On the Jewish Question 

Nov 11 Topic: Romanticism, Philosophy 

Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Chapter 12, pp. 387-422. 

Primary Sources: Complete reading Marx, On the Jewish Question 

Nov 13 Topic: Romanticism, Philosophy 

Required Reading:  

Primary Source: Wilhelm Marr, The “Victory of Judaism over Germanism,” pp. 5-34 

Undergraduate third short paper due 

Nov 18 Topic: Modernity 

Required Reading: 

Nirenberg, Chapter 13, pp. 423-445. 

Nov 20 Topic: The Propaganda of the Holocaust 

Required Reading: 

Nirenberg, Chapter 13, pp. 445-460. 

Primary Source: Hitler on the Jews, Der Ewige Jude 

Nov 25 Topic: Reflections on the Holocaust 

Required Reading:  

Primary Source: Hitler on the Jews, Night and Fog 

Nov 27 Thanksgiving Break – no class 

Dec 2 Topic:  
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Required Reading:  

Nirenberg, Epilogue, pp. 461-472. 

ALL FINAL PAPERS (undergraduate and graduate) due. (Third paper for graduates taking option 1, 

second paper for graduates taking option 2, research paper for graduates taking option 3.) 

 Final Exam Meeting/Discussion: Tuesday, December 9, 2:00 -   4:30 pm 

 

 

 
Important: Ten Rules of Engagement 

Below is an indication of class expectations; please read carefully.  Your continued presence in this class 

constitutes full acceptance of the policies below of the policies below and all terms of engagement otherwise 

described in the syllabus. 

 
1. This document represents course policy.  Any attempts to wheedle around it will likely result in the famous 

phrase coined by Queen Elizabeth I: “We are not amused.”
1
 

2. Please come to class prepared and check your email every day.  Before each class, make sure you have done 

the reading and thought about it before class.  Don’t fall behind on the readings! If these warnings are 

ignored, your GPA will likely cry bitter, silent tears when the end of the semester rolls around. 

3. All homework assignments must be typed.  Work that does not conform to basic literary standards will not 

receive a passing grade.  If you have trouble with punctuating, writing complete sentence, developing a thesis 

statement, and the like, please seek help at the Writing Resource Center.   

4. If you believe work has been graded incorrectly, you can ask for reevaluation.  The entire document will then 

be reconsidered, and the new grade will be used, whether it is higher, lower, or the same as the old grade.  

This is an improvement over the old system, which required a prohibitively expensive amount of cats. 

5. Demosthenes once said, “As a vessel is known by the sound, whether it be cracked or not; so men are proved, 

by their speeches, whether they be wise or foolish.”  Class discussion is encouraged by your instructor.  But if 

you are going to say something, please make sure that it is well thought out and contributes to our discussion.
2
  

6. Do remember that other students may come from other backgrounds and may not share your perspective.  

Please be respectful and professional during discussions. 

7. Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert will hunt an antelope by running it to death, chasing after it until it literally 

collapses from heat exhaustion.  Please consider this amazing show of perseverance and let it inspire you 

when you go hunting for information.  For example, before you send an email to instructors asking for an 

exam time, what pages were assigned, or other such trivia, check course documents like the syllabus first.  

Otherwise, no one will respond to your inquiries, you may remember this paragraph, and you will feel sad. 

8. The standards for extra credit work are high in this class: While students are free to choose any topic they 

wish, it must be of sufficient quality to win the author a nomination for the Nobel Prize in Religious Studies.  

Any extra credit work without proof of nomination will be rejected out of hand.
3
 

9. If you have any issues that might compromise your ability to perform well in this class, please inform the 

instructor as soon as the issue is relevant.  Think of this class as a nice residential home.  If you had a serious 

problem with the house, such as an infestation of African killer wombats, you would want to do something 

about it as soon as possible. You would not want to wait until the last moment, for instance, when the 

wombats have eaten all your gardenias and are about to construct an ICBM to demolish your house for good.  

Similarly, you should inform the instructors of any issues early, when something can still be done.  Please 

take this advice. 

                                                 
1
 This quote is also attributed to Queen Victoria.  Any student who manages to prove it indisputably one-way or the other 

is welcome to present his/her evidence.  No extra credit will be given. 
2
 Or else we will all think you’re a crack-pot (harr harr harr). 

3
 Please remember that the Nobel Committee only releases the list of nominees fifty years after their candidacy.  

Therefore, you should consider getting your work done well in advance. 


