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From Catastrophe to Cash: The Marketing of the Holocaust 

RELS 4000-001, 5000-001; MALS 6000-001 Denny 202 
Instructor: Dr. Barbara Thiede 

bthiede@uncc.edu /704.687-6687 Macy 208A  
 Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 12:20 -1:10 and by appointment 

 
   

This syllabus is a contract.  You agree to its provisions by staying in the course. 
 

Course Description: Tourists sign up for tours to concentration camps and mass gravesites.  Filmmaker and 
moviegoers now choose from a variety of Holocaust-themed films or memes. Children’s literature on the 
Holocaust has emerged as a field in its own right, supporting the curricula planned, presented, discussed and 
published.  Memorial sites include the requisite museum shops on the property once marked by barracks and 
gas chambers.  This course will explore the marketing of the Holocaust in modern culture.  In what ways has 
modern western capitalist culture permitted, supported, and encouraged profit-making , merchandizing, and 
marketing of mass murder? 
 
Coarse Goals: 

• What I hope for: You come out of this course able to think carefully and cogently about the challenges 
of defining how, why, and even whether the Holocaust should be represented in popular culture. 

• What you can achieve (and I can measure): The extent to which you grapple with complex issues 
around the representation of the Holocaust – including how it has been marketed by popular culture and 
media.  In the best of all possible worlds, you will get to the top-notch work of student-scholars: Coming 
to supportable conclusions and generating original ways to think and argue about the material. 

• My job is: To help make the material accessible for you, to clarify arguments, to encourage discussion, 
and to provide plenty of feedback on your work. 

 
Ten Rules for Classroom Engagement 
 

1. On religious views: Some of us profess a religion or claim a particular faith.  Some of us don’t.  But this 
class is not a forum for the expression of religious views.  Among other things, we will read, analyze, and 
deconstruct religious texts in their historical context  Explaining texts with personal beliefs about divine 
will and intention would be perfectly fine in a seminary setting where people are learning to be religious 
leaders – not so for the university classroom, however.  You must be prepared to leave your personal 
religious beliefs at the door and think about the material as a scholar and an academic. 

2. On keeping on top of developments: Come to class prepared. Check your email at least once every day. 
3. Literacy is fundamental: Homework assignments must be typed. Correct spelling, punctuation, 

comprehensible grammar, complete sentences, fully developed paragraphs with specific examples, and the 
like are essential skills.  I’ll supply some resources to help with writing skills, but please be aware that 
work which does not conform to basic literary standards cannot receive a passing grade. If you have trouble 
with punctuating, writing complete sentences, developing a thesis statement, and the like, seek help!  Check 
out programs and tutorials at the Writing Resources Center (wrchelp@uncc.edu) and the University Center 
for Academic Excellence (2300 Colvard).  I encourage you to work together on brainstorming ideas and theses, 
but all your work must be, in the end, your own (see Academic Integrity, above). 

4. Class discussion is encouraged, of course. Before each class, make sure you have done the reading and 
thought about it so you can participate with clarity, honesty and intelligence. Such things are highly valued 
by your instructor.  Please remember that students come from many backgrounds and may have different 
opinions: If you cannot be respectful during discussions, you will be asked to leave. 

5. Respect the Instructor and your classmates: The instructor of this course is to be addressed in 
communications as “Dr. Thiede” or “Prof. Thiede.”  Please address your fellow students by name in class. 

You agree to abide by the provisions of this syllabus when you enroll in this course. 

mailto:bthiede@uncc.edu
mailto:wrchelp@uncc.edu
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6. Respect the instructor’s time: Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert will hunt an antelope by running it to 

death, chasing after it until it literally collapses from heat exhaustion. Please let this amazing show of 
perseverance inspire you when you go hunting for information. For example, before you send an email 
asking for an exam time, what pages were assigned, or the like, please check course documents like the 
syllabus first.  I answer necessary emails with enthusiasm.   

7. You are entitled to the grade you earn: Higher education is not, alas, free. But paying for the course is 
not paying for a grade. To receive a passing grade you must produce passing work.  What you put into the 
course is exactly what you will get out of it. To that end, the standards for extra credit work are high in this 
class: While students are free to choose any topic they wish, it must be of sufficient quality to win the 
author a nomination for the Nobel Prize in Religious Studies. Any extra credit work without proof of 
nomination will be rejected out of hand.1  

8. Respect your classmates, who deserve their privacy. Do not give personal information or email 
addresses to outsiders who are not a part of this class. Class lists may not be used to advertise your 
particular affiliations, student groups, and the like. This constitutes spamming other students. The 
Student Organization Handbook explicitly states that “Student organizations may not disclose or collect 
information in e-mails that they are privileged to access because of their position at the University.” 
Class time and student emails are not to be used to promote personal viewpoints, agendas, or 
organizations you might belong to. 

9. We like guests, but….Any guests may attend this class only with the written permission of the 
instructor.    

10. Respect yourself! If you have any issues that might compromise your ability to perform well in this 
class, please inform the instructor as soon as the issue is relevant. Think of this class as a nice 
residential home. If you had a serious problem with the house, such as an infestation of African killer 
wombats, you would want to do something about it as soon as possible. You would not want to wait until 
the last moment, for instance, when the wombats have eaten all your gardenias, and are about to 
construct an ICBM to demolish your house for good. Similarly, you should inform the instructor of any 
issues early, when something can still be done. Please. 

 
Attendance Policies: Policies below are from the UNCC Faculty Handbook and the UNC-system handbook:  

1. Students are expected to attend punctually all scheduled sessions in the courses for which they are 
registered and are responsible for completing the work from all class sessions.   

2. Students who miss class are responsible for the work missed.  
3. Instructors are not required to give make-up tests except in the case of religious observance (see below).  
4. You must be on time to be counted as present.  If you are not on time, you will be marked absent for 

that day. 
5. Students may not miss more than two classes without seriously affecting their grade.   

 
Absence Policy: 

• 1 absence: You miss the benefit of any class announcements about changes or expectations, you will 
miss critical lecture material and class discussion.  It is your responsibility to acquire notes and 
information from other students.  If you miss class, we will not repeat lectures, quizzes, or exams given 
in that class.  (See 2 & 3 above.) 

• 2 absences:  the “benefit of the doubt” will be lost when calculating final grades. 
• 3 absences: ½ letter grade will be deducted from the final grade for the course. 
• 4 absences: 1 letter grade will be deducted from the final grade for the course. 
• 5 and more: student will receive an automatic “F” for the course. 

 
                                                 

1 Please remember that the Nobel Committee only releases the list of nominees fifty years after their candidacy.  Therefore, you 
should consider getting your work done well in advance. 
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All assignments are due at their announced dates and times.  In other words (and please note well), there will be 
NO MAKEUP OPPORTUNITIES scheduled except in the case of a documented emergency.  Completing 
work on time is mandatory.   
 
Please note: Documented emergencies do NOT include: 

• Having to seek medical care for routine illnesses or scheduling medical appointments during class hours. 
• Your car breaking down. 
• Similar unforeseen issues. 

 
Plan for emergencies.  Assume that you are likely to have to miss class for some unforeseen reason.  You 
have one day to do exactly that without penalty.  Attend class all the time so you have one day in reserve 
to have at the ready for unforeseen circumstances. 
 
Religious Observance: Students may take two absences for religious observance per academic year. Students 
must fill out the “Request for Accommodation for Religious Observance” form and turn it in prior to the census 
day (August 29) to be granted such an absence. See (http://legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-134.html)  and 
(http://legal.uncc.edu/sites/legal.uncc.edu/files/media/policies/ps-134-AccommodationForm.pdf). 
 
Academic Integrity Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of The UNC 
Charlotte Code of Student Academic Integrity (Undergraduate Catalog p. 50).  This code forbids cheating, 
fabrication or falsification of information, multiple submission of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of 
academic materials, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Any special requirements of permission regarding 
academic integrity in this course will be stated by the instructor, and are binding on the students.  Academic 
evaluations in this course include a judgment that the student's work is free from academic dishonesty of any 
type.  Grades in this course will be adversely affected by academic dishonesty.  Students who violate the code 
can be expelled from UNC Charlotte.  The normal penalty for a first offense is zero credit on the work involving 
dishonesty and further substantial reduction of the course grade.  In almost all cases the course grade is 
reduced to F.  Copies of the code can be obtained from the Dean of Students Office.  Standards of academic 
integrity will be enforced in this course.  Students are expected to report cases of academic dishonesty to the 
course instructor.  See http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html for further information.   
 
If you are ever found to be acting dishonestly (please see the UNCC guidelines on academic honesty), the most 
stringent possible responses will apply.  While I encourage students to work in groups on material or when 
preparing for exams, your final product must be an individual one and is graded as such.   
 
Course Syllabus: The standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus may be modified at any time by the 
course instructor.  Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class or by email notice.  If you miss 
class, be sure to ask other students (not me) if there were important announcements you should note. 
 
Instructor’s absence or tardiness: You must wait a full 15 minutes after the start of class before you may leave 
without being counted absent, or follow any written instructions about anticipated tardiness. 
 
Disability accommodations: Students in this course seeking accommodations to disabilities must first consult 
with the Office of Disability Services and follow the instructions of that office for obtaining accommodations. 
 
Preferred Gender Pronoun 
This course affirms people of all gender expressions and gender identities. If you prefer to be called a different 
name than the one indicated on the class roster, please let me know. Feel free to correct me on your preferred 
gender pronoun. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Grading (Undergraduate students):  

http://legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-134.html
http://legal.uncc.edu/sites/legal.uncc.edu/files/media/policies/ps-134-AccommodationForm.pdf
http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps-105.html
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Class participation:       5 
Two short class papers (3-4 pages each):    30 pts. each, 60 pts total 
Final paper (5-7 pages):      35 
 
Grading (Graduate students):  
Class participation:       5 
Option 1: 3 papers (5 pages each)     First two 30 pts. each/ final 35: 95 pts. total 
Option 2: 2 papers (7.5 pages each)     First 45 pts. each, second 50: 95 pts. total 
Option 3: A massively powerful research paper (15 pages)  95 pts 
 
Papers may be divided in one of the following ways.  You may write three short papers of 5 pages each, two 
papers of 7-8 pages or one extended research paper of 15 pages.  You may choose your own topics but those 
should be cleared with me beforehand. 
 
The grading scale used in this course is as follows: 
90 – 100 A = demonstrable mastery of material; can creatively synthesize 
80 –   89 B = some demonstrable proficiency in control of material & analysis 
70 –   79 C = satisfactory performance of assignments; little or no analysis 
60 –   69 D = inadequate and/or faulty understanding of material 
  0  –  59 F = unacceptable work 

 
Class Assignment Schedule 

All assignments readings must be completed by the class on which they are listed! 
 

Module 1: Framing Concerns 
 

Week 
1 

August 22 Introduction to the course / nuts and bolts. 
 

August 24 Whaddya Know? Also: Class introductions 
Assigned Reading/Viewing: 
See Schindler’s List by August 27 and Life is Beautiful by August 29. 
 

Week 
2 

August 27 What did you know?  
Lecture on Antisemitism 
Assigned Reading: 
Ozick, “A Liberal’s Auschwitz,” pp. 125-129 (Canvas). 
 

August 29 Framing Concerns I: Early Representation 
Assigned Reading: 
Alter, “Deformations of the Holocaust,” pp. 48-54 (Canvas) 
See Life is Beautiful by this class 
 

Week 
3 

September 3 Labor Day Holiday – No Class 
 

September 5 Framing Concerns II: The Holocaust: The Great “Sensitizer,” Part 2 
Rosenthal, “The Americanization of the Holocaust,” pp. 1-10 (Canvas). 
Langer, “Moralizing and Demoralizing the Holocaust,” in Using and Abusing the 
Holocaust, pp. 112-122. Please head to the library to get this piece from Langer’s 
book, Using and Abusing the Holocaust, which will be placed on reserve. 
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Module 2: Representations in Early Film 

 
Week 

4 
September 10 
 
Rosh Hashanah 

Imaginary Witness: How Hollywood Engaged 
Movie Viewing: Imaginary Witness 
 

September 12 Imaginary Witness: How Hollywood Engaged 
Assigned Reading:  
Levinson, “The Maimed Body and the Tortured Soul: Holocaust Survivors,” pp. 
141-160. 
 

Week 
5 

September 17 The Making of Documentary 
Assigned Reading:  
Ozick, “The Rights of History and the Rights of Imagination,” pp.22-27. 
Night and Fog 
 

September 19 
Yom Kippur 

No class 
 

 

Module 3: Picturing the Victim:  The Marketing of Anne Frank 
 

 
Week 

6 
September 24 The Annex and the Six Million 

Doneson, “The American History of Anne Frank’s Diary,” pp. 123-138.  
Langer, “The Americanization of the Holocaust on Stage and Screen,” 198-202. 
Langer, “The Uses—and Misuses—of a Young Girl’s Diary: ‘If Anne Frank Could 
Return from among the Murdered, She Would Be Appalled,” pp. 203-205. 
 

September 26 
 

The Annex and the Six Million 
Langer, “Anne Frank Revisited,” in Using and Abusing the Holocaust, pp. 16-29. 
Please head to the library to get this piece from Langer’s book, Using and Abusing 
the Holocaust, which will be placed on reserve. 
 

 

Module 4: Picturing the Hero: Schindler’s List 
 

Week 
7 

October 1 
Undergraduate 
Paper 1 due at 
midnight  

A Hero’s Holocaust 
Cardullo, “Schindler’s Miss,” pp. 121-127. (Canvas) 
Omer Bartov, “Spielberg’s Oskar: Hollywood Tries Evil,” pp. 41-60. 
 

October 3 A Hero’s Holocaust 
Horowitz, “But is it Good for the Jews? Spielberg’s Schindler and the Aesthetics of 
Atrocity,” pp. 119-139. 
 

Week 
8 

October 8 
 

Fall break: No class 

October 10 A Hero’s Holocaust 
Doneson, “The Image Lingers: The Feminization of the Jew in Schindler’s List,” 
pp. 140-152. 
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Module 5: Gender, Sexuality, and the Use of the Female Body in Holocaust Representation 
 

Week 
9 

October 15 Framing Concerns:  
Assigned Reading:  
Gelbin, “Gender and Sexuality in Women Survivors’ Personal Narratives,” pp. 174-
293. 
 

October 17 Framing Concerns:  
Assigned Reading:  
Bergen, “What do Bodies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Contribute to 
Understanding the Holocaust?” pp. 16-37. 
 

Week 
10 

October 22 
 

Women (and Sex) on Display 
Assigned Reading: 
Rosenfeld, “The Holocaust According to Willian Styron,” pp. 43-49. 
 

October 24 Women (and Sex) on Display 
Assigned Reading: 
Smith, “Holocaust Girls,” pp. 106-119. 
 

Week 
11 

October 29 Women (and Sex) on Display 
Assigned Reading: 
Rebecca Scherr, “The Uses of Memory and the Abuses of Fiction: Sexuality in 
Holocaust Fiction and Memoir,” pp. 1-13. 

Module 6: Creating Story – Telling Tales: Holocaust Inventions 
 

Week 
11 

October 31 
Undergraduate 
Paper 2 due at 
midnight  

A Comic’s Holocaust 
Assigned Reading: 

• Interviews with the filmmaker. 
• Liebman, “If Only Life Were So Beautiful,” pp. 20-22. 
• David Denby, “In the Eye of the Beholder,” pp. 96-99. 
• Klein, “’Life is Beautiful, Or is It?” Asked Jakob the Liar,” pp. 17-31. 

 
Week 

12 
November 5 A Comic’s Holocaust 

Assigned Reading: 
Langer, “Life is Not Beautiful,” in Using and Abusing the Holocaust, pp. 30-47. 
Please head to the library to get this piece from Langer’s book, Using and Abusing 
the Holocaust, which will be placed on reserve. 
 

 November 7 Fiction and Historical Testimony 
Assigned Reading: 
Whitehead, “Telling Tales: Trauma and Testimony in Binjimin Wilkomirski’s 
‘Fragments,’” pp. 119-137. 
 

Week 
13 

November 12 Fiction and Historical Testimony 
Assigned Reading: 
Langer, “Fragments of Memory,” in Using and Abusing the Holocaust, pp. 48-63. 
Please head to the library to get this piece from Langer’s book, Using and Abusing 
the Holocaust, which will be placed on reserve. 
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Module 7: Tourism and Memory 
 

 

Week 
13 

November 14 Tourism and/as Memory 
Assigned Reading: 
Clark, “Ethical Spaces: Ethics and Propriety in Trauma Tourism,” pp. 9-35. 
 

Week 
14 

November 19-21 
 

No class: Instructor at Conference and Thanksgiving Break 
 

Week 
15 

November 26 Touring the Holocaust 
Assigned Reading: 
Young, “America’s Holocaust: Memory and the Politics of Identity,” pp. 68-82. 
 

November 30 Touring the Holocaust: Auschwitz and Majdanek 
Assigned Reading: 
Young, “The Rhetoric of Ruins: The Memorial Camps at Majdanek and 
Auschwitz,” pp. 119-154. 
 

 

Module 8: Final Considerations 
 

Week 
16 

December 3 Framing Concerns II: The Holocaust: The Great “Sensitizer” 
Assigned Reading: 
Novick, “Never Again the Slaughter of the Albigensians,” 239-263. 
 

December 5 
Undergraduate 
Paper 1 due 
December 7 at 
midnight  

Wrap-up  

 
 
FINAL EXAM: Dec. 12 – 5-7:00 p.m. 


