
WHAT SMEP IS

 The Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project (SMEP) 

serves as a catalyst and convener of interdisciplinary 

dialogue and research around existing and emerging 

sustainability topics. SMEP has invested considerable 

resources in exploring the implications of sustainability 

particularly for the future of Michigan. It has developed 

in-depth conceptualizations about what comprises 

engaged sustainability scholarship and how that would 

translate into research, teaching, and outreach. It has 

been able to clearly differentiate the types of research 

and knowledge where science alone can provide 

potential solutions (e.g. “tame” problems) and where the 

identification of potential solutions must be collaborative 

with stakeholders and other social actors (e.g. “wicked” 

problems). It is now moving to widen the recognition of 

the significance of these differences for the role of 

science in addressing societal concerns.
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~ Upcoming and Featured Projects ~

Michigan Environmental Justice Commission Statewide Summit

In 2014, this summit will bring together stakeholders, policy makers, academics, and environmental justice activists 

from around Michigan to work on developing collective capacity across society, research, and policy to address 

environmental justice issues in this state. The summit will 

1) Provide networking and relationship-building for developing projects sponsored by federal, foundation, and other 

funding streams

2) Identify and discuss Michigan's key environmental justice issues and the role of research in improving 

identification of these issues

3) Discuss metrics and other state policies for identifying and assessing environmental justice in Michigan

4) Increase knowledge of how communities, research, and policy can be better connected to serve communities' 

struggles for environmental justice in Michigan

5) Survey attendees on their ideas for next steps for statewide environmental justice efforts linking society, research, 

and policy

Bioenergy Futures: Technical Feasibility Meets Social Sustainability
This workshop emphasized interactive conversation and discussion among people with technical science and 
engineering competencies, social scientific and scholarly expertise, and experiential knowledge relating to the social 
sustainability of bioenergy. From notes taken collaboratively and interpretively by MSU graduate students, the 
organizers are preparing a report which will identify areas of consensus and dissensus, and indicate key areas where 
new research, communication and policy could enhance the implementation of future bioenergy technology from the 
perspective of social sustainability. 

Environmental Systems Modeling Symposium

This symposium on Environmental Systems Modeling came out of a need identified through a survey of MSU faculty 

engaged in simulation modeling of environmental systems. Invited panelists addressed their environmental modeling 

approaches and shared thoughts about existing as well as needed capacities for leadership in this area. One 

outcome of this symposium was a commitment to another, larger workshop in the near future involving more public 

stakeholders which will also be sponsored by SMEP. Another outcome was a white paper, “Modeling Environmental 

Systems at Michigan State University: Current Work and Future Directions.”

Environmental and Natural Resource Governance Fellows Program

Initiated in response to Michigan's 2009 Environmental Advisory Council recommendation that MSU and the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality partner to initiate and foster statewide conversations about ways to 

improve environmental and natural resource governance in Michigan. The fellows program brought together thought 

leaders from around the state, representing state and local government, non-profit organizations, the private sector, 

and citizen-led initiatives for a series of seven workshops designed to initiate the critical conversation about changes 

in governance. The deliberations and outcomes of the seven workshops are captured in a report entitled “Critical 

Conversations about Environmental and Natural Resource Governance.”

Water Fellows Program

With the Center for Water Systems, SMEP brings together a diverse group of Michigan citizens, called Water 

Fellows, and nationally-renowned water scientists to discuss critical water issues. The Water Fellows workshops are 

held every other year (odd-numbered years) and each series explores a different water issue. The goals of these 

workshops was to create a dialogue on the use of water science in policy-making and to address the disconnect 

between the science and water policy at the state and regional levels. One product of the workshops has been a 

white paper, “Creating a Dialogue for Effective Collaborative Decision-making: A Case Study with Michigan 

Stakeholders.” 

The Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project:

Enhancing Dialogue and Research for a 

Sustainable Michigan

GRANTS 

SMEP awards small seed grants to promote research 

into sustainability. Grants are given with preference to 

interdisciplinary work that has potential for expansion 

and growth.

Purpose: to propose funding for the creation or 

enhancements of a collaboration of individuals that will 

result in a proposed plan for a project or activity that will 

have a well-specified outcome (e.g., research proposal 

or conference). 

Who: Proposals must have at least one principle 

investigator who is a MSU faculty member and should 

also involve others (e.g. MSU faculty or students; other 

knowledge institutions' faculty or students; and non-

faculty stakeholders). 

SMEP grants typically range between 2,000 and 5,000 

dollars. Larger awards are occasionally made for 

partnerships on academy activities. Visit the website for 

details.

ACADEMIES

SMEP sponsors academies to bring together MSU 

faculty, academics from around the world, and 

stakeholders around Michigan to share their work and 

develop projects on sustainability, such as the featured 

projects listed to the left. Summaries of previous SMEP 

academies, as well as white papers and video 

presentations are available on the website.

CONTACT US
Have questions, an idea for a grant proposal, or just 

want more information about our upcoming events? 

Contact SMEP:

Website: smep.msu.edu

Email: Ian Werkheiser werkhei1@msu.edu Julie 

Eckinger, jeckingr@anr.msu.edu

-Phone: Julie Eckinger, 517-432-0317
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