
Pols 1110: American Politics

Spring 2016

M/W 9:30-10:45 am

Instructor: Dr. Mel Atkinson
Classroom: Fretwell 121

Office: Fretwell 435E
Email: MAtkinson@uncc.edu

Office Hours: M/W 2-3pm & by appointment

Preceptor: Shea Hartley
Shea’s Email: shartle6@uncc.edu

Course Description

This course is an introduction to American government and politics. It will provide a broad overview
of the American political system by covering topics such as: 1) The founding of the nation and
the drafting of the constitution 2) the history of civil rights and civil liberties in the U.S. 3) the
structure of the federal government and the role of federalism in the political system 4) the avenues
through which citizens learn about government actions and provide input into the political system,
and 5) the role of the news media in the political system.

By the end of the semester, you should be able to answer some broad questions in these areas, such
as:

• What is an institution? Why are governments and institutions needed? What types of
problems can they solve? How do institutions shape political outcomes?

• What is the basic structure of the federal government? How are the powers of the federal
government checked, balanced, and separated by this structure? How are state and federal
powers to govern delineated?

• What are the mechanisms by which the public influences the government? Who participates,
who does not, and why? Why and to what degree does participation matter?

The course will take the form of an interactive lecture. Students should come to class having read
the assignment for the day and ready to both ask and answer questions about the material.
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Course Reading

The Logic of American Politics, 7th Edition. Kernell, Jacobson and Kousser. CQ Press.

Additional readings as assigned (posted on Moodle).

Getting in Touch

If you would like to schedule a time to meet with me during office hours, please use the “appointment
scheduler” on our moodle page. There, you can see the appointments I have open and choose the
one that works best for you. If you can not find a time that will work for you, email me for an
alternative appointment time.

When emailing me, please include a subject line that begins with the course name
and number (POLS 1110) and sign your email with your first and last name. If you do
not follow this format, I cannot guarantee that I will respond to your message in a timely fashion.

Expectations And Procedures

This syllabus contains the policies and expectations I have established for POLS 1110: American
Politics. Please read the entire syllabus carefully before continuing in this course. These policies
and expectations are intended to create a productive learning atmosphere for all students. Unless
you are prepared to abide by these policies and expectations, you risk losing the opportunity to
participate further in the course. Students who are disruptive may be asked to leave the class.

The standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus may be modified at any time by the
course instructor. Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class or by written or email
notice or by changes to this syllabus posted on Moodle.

If I am late in arriving to class, you must wait a full 15 minutes after the start of class before you
may leave without being counted absent, or you must follow any written instructions I may give
you about my anticipated tardiness.

If you notice an error or problem with the syllabus it is your responsibility to bring it to my
attention prior to the due date in question. Otherwise, I will expect you to meet all deadlines listed
on the syllabus.

Attendance

Attendance will be assessed with a mix of in-class activities and online review questions. The
occasional in-class activities will not be announced and will be graded for completetion. If you are
not in class, you will receive a zero on the assignment—no exceptions. Online quizzes with review
questions will be announced in advance and will be available via moodle (see more information in
the “quizzes and activities” section below).

I know that most students will occasionally need a day off due to illness, car trouble, a family
emergency, etc. For that reason, each student gets two “personal days” during the semester—just
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like you would at your job. You can take these days off whenever you need to, without explanation
(the only exception being on exam days, see below). I will drop your two lowest grades from the
“quizzes and activities” category automatically at the end of the semester to give you these days
off. But use your personal days wisely—once they are gone, excused absenses will only be granted
in the most extreme cases, such as the student’s hospitalization.

***Please note that if you miss an in-class activity because you arrived to class late or left early,
you will not receive credit for that activity. It is disruptive to those around you if you come and
go during class, so I expect students to arrive on time and to remain until the class has been
dismissed.***

I expect students to take responsibility for getting caught up on the rare occasions that they must
miss class. This means that if you miss a class, you should 1) Look at the syllabus to see what
you missed, 2) get notes from a friend for the date missed, 3) After doing one and two, you should
come to me or Shea with any specific questions about the material missed. Neither Shea nor I will
offer general review sessions covering missed material.

Phones, Laptops, Recording Devices, etc.

The use of laptops, cell phones, smart phones, or other mobile communication devices is disruptive,
and is therefore prohibited during class. Students who break this rule may be asked to leave class,
so please come prepared to take notes with a pencil or pen and paper. Recording devices of all
kinds are also prohibited. You should not record our class meetings unless you have a documented
disability that requires such an accommodation. See the “disabilities” section of the syllabus for
more on that topic.

When I see a student using a cell phone or lap top, I treat that as a raised hand. Please be aware
that I may call on you to answer questions if I see you using your phone or computer.

Disabilities

I am happy to make accommodations for students with disabilities who require them. Students with
disabilities needing academic accommodation should, 1) contact the UNCC Office of Disability Services1

and 2) follow the instructions of that office for obtaining accommodations. This should be done
during the first week of school. Even if you aren’t sure whether you will require any accommodation,
contact the department of disability services and talk with me about your disability at the start of
the semester. If the need for accommodation arises and your disability has not been documented,
I might not be able help due to university policies regarding the exam schedule, etc.

Academic Honesty

All students are required to read and abide by the Code of Student Academic Integrity. Violations
of the Code of Student Academic Integrity, including plagiarism and the improper use of clickers,
will result in disciplinary action as provided in the Code. The Code is available from the Dean of
Students Office and online.

1Text that is underlined is hyperlinked. Mouse over the text and click to access the link.
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Course Requirements

Quizzes and In Class Activities: 25%
Exam One: 20%
Exam Two: 25%
Exam Three: 30%

Quizzes and Activities

To encourage students to think critically about the readings and lectures, this course utilizes online
quizzes via moodle. These assignments (and their due dates) will be announced in class and will
also be posted on Moodle.

The quizzes are designed to review material covered in class and to make sure that students are
keeping up with their reading. This means that many of the quiz questions will cover material from
the text book that we have not yet discussed in class.

It is the responsibility of each student to make sure he or she keeps up with the online quizzes and
meets all posted deadlines. You should allow yourself enough time to complete the quizzes so that
any technical issues (like a disruption in your network connect) can be resolved before the deadline.
If you experience a technical problem with Moodle or with the university network connection, you
should call tech support at X5500 as soon as the problem arises. If tech support is unable to
resolve the problem, contact me before the due date for the quiz.

Grades on in-class activities are also recorded in this category. These will not be announced in
advance.

As outlined in the attendance section, I will drop your two lowest grades from the quizzes and
activities category at the end of the semester.

Exams

Three timed, closed book exams will be given during the semester. They will test your understand-
ing of the key concepts covered in the course and your ability to use those concepts to think critically
about current political debates. Exam questions will come from the required readings, from issues
discussed during the lectures, from films viewed in class, and from the online activities—so take
notes on each of these course elements!

Per the university exam schedule, the final exam will be given on Wed, May 11, 8:00 am – 10:30
am. The instructor is not permitted to alter the exam date and time. If you have a scheduling
conflict (two exams at the same time or three exams on the same day) and need to reschedule an
exam for this reason, the university requires you to submit a “Final Exam Conflict Form.”

I will follow the university guidelines regarding exam schedules and acceptable excuses for missed
exams. Students who must miss an exam due to a serious problem that is beyond their control
(such as a medical emergency) will be allowed to take a make-up exam. Documentation of the
reason for the missed exam will be required. Please note that an out of town trip, oversleeping, not
feeling well (unless you are very seriously ill), or not being prepared for the exam are not acceptable
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excuses for a missed exam. Make-up exams will be scheduled at the convenience of the instructor
and may be significantly different from the exam given in class.

Exam dates and times are clearly listed on this syllabus and so I expect students to arrive for them
ON TIME. I reserve the right to turn away students who arrive late to exams.

Tentative Course Timeline

***Readings and assignments are due on the dates listed***

Welcome, 1/11

Overview, 1/13 and 1/20
Logic. Ch 1
(No class 1/18–MLK Jr. Day)

The Constitution, 1/25 & 1/27
Logic. Ch 2.

Federalism, 2/1
Dye, Ch 12: American Federalism (on Moodle)

Civil Rights, 2/3 & 2/8
Logic. Ch 4.
Video: Was the Civil War about slavery?
https://www.prageru.com/courses/history/was-civil-war-about-slavery#.VfHu41P9x28

Civil Liberties 2/10
Logic. Ch 5.
Video: President Obama on Criminal Justice Reform (watch 7min-19min) http://www.c-span.

org/video/?327099-4/president-obama-remarks-naacp

Other videos on this topic (optional):
Identity and the Criminal Justice System https://www.ted.com/talks/bryan_stevenson_we_

need_to_talk_about_an_injustice

Is our criminal justice system broken? http://www.theatlantic.com/video/index/401096/

criminal-justice-system-broken/

First Exam Review, 2/15

First Exam, 2/17

Public Opinion, 2/22 & 2/24
Logic. Ch 10.
Video: On Being Wrong http://www.ted.com/talks/kathryn_schulz_on_being_wrong?language=
en#t-1052368

Voting, Campaigns and Elections 2/29 & 3/2
Logic. Ch 11.

Spring Break
No class 3/7–3/9
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Issue Framing, 3/14
“The Decline of the Death Penalty,” Baumgartner, Linn, and Boydstun (on Moodle)

Political Parties, 3/16
Logic. Ch 12.

Interest Groups, 3/21
Ch 10 of Government in Action (Posted to Moodle)
***Last Day to Withdraw***

Exam Review, 3/23

Second Exam, 3/28

Social Science Research, 3/30
Reading on Moodle

The News Media 4/4
Logic. Ch 14.

Congress, 4/6 & 4/11
Logic. Ch 6.

The Presidency, 4/13
Logic. Ch 7. Start with the section “The Modern Presidency” and read to the end.
Podcast: GOP Says Obama Must Act First on New ISIS Resolution http://www.npr.org/2015/

01/26/381647466/gop-says-obama-must-act-first-on-new-isis-resolution

The Federal Budget, 4/18
Posted to Moodle: Budget Challenge Simulation and Quiz Posted to Moodle: Ch 13 of Government
in Action (Optional)

The Bureaucracy, 4/20
Posted to Moodle: Ch 14 of Government in Action

The Watergate Scandal, 4/25 & 4/27
No reading for this topic—begin reviewing for the final exam.

Final Review, 5/2

Final Exam, Wed 5/11 from 8-10:30am
***Please make sure you are on time for the exam!!***
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